DigiMag http://digimag.rrd.com/spiderweb/ecostructure/200803/digimag.asp?use...



DigiMag http://digimag.rrd.com/spiderweb/ecostructure/200803/digimag.asp?use...

A ol 1) Desicn / GLEICHER DESIGN
GROUP, M

CoNTRA [ AelcAlL Hess INTERIORS, N

Sharkey provided the passion and drive to research
the latest green products. With three children, the
decision to create a light-filled, healthy home was an
easy one. "My husband and | are concerned citizens,
especially when it comes 1o the environment,” Sharkey
says. “We hope this house is not just a statement of our
own personal space, but also an example so everyone
can learn the benefits of eliminating toxins from their
homes and conserving energy.”

During the remodel, Sharkey and Gleicher
discovered that green can mean many things. While
some products use sustainable or recycled materials,
these same products may be manufactured thousands
of miles away. Is it better to select a locally produced
product and reduce transportation impacts? This is just
one question that arises when choosing products for
any sustainable project.

Similar to many green homes, the materials in the
Gleicher Residence that provide the greatest environ-
mental benefit are almost invisible to the casual
abserver. The gas-fired boiler is 98 percent fuel efficient
based on the Washington, D.C -based U.S. Department
of Energys Annual Fuel Utilization Efficiency rating
systern. Windows and doors are thermally clad to
prevent heat loss. Joists and other lumber are from
small-diameter, fast-growing trees. Cabinets use
tormaldehyde-free particleboard. Insulation and tile
work contain recycled materials.

The Sharkey and Gleicher team had the distingt
advantage of working closely. with building product
manufacturers to reduce sourcing costs. Good
Housekeeping helped secure partners for the project,
which was later documented in a special supplement
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<« GREENHOUSE [continued from page 38]

has twice the insulating power of standard insulated glass and reduces
relative heat gain, glare and UV damage. An Energy Star-rated sk
adorns the top of the structure.

The conservatary is surrounded by a lving roof with green sedum
plantings and black river stones, The roof materials, lifted by crane, were
designed to lower ar-conditioning costs, increase longevity of roof
nes and help manage stormewater runoff
n green hom tant purpose, Just as Sharkey
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»» JEFF STEPHENS is principal of Dakland, Calif.-based Planet Relations,
a public-relations consultancy for Earth-minded businesses. He can be
reached at jeff@planetrelations.com or (510) 663-4462.

A LOW-EMISSION PARTICLEBOARD WITH NO ADDED UREA FORMALDEHYDE IS
USED FOR THE BUILT-IN CLOSETS. KITCHEN CABINETS, BOOKCASES AND BATHROOM
VANITIES WERE MANUFACTURED WITH A FORMALDEHYDE-FREE ADHESIVE AND THE
CABINETS THEMSELVES ARE FINISHED WITH NATURAL OILS AND LOW-VOC PAINT.

High-R rigid panel
insulation systems
will change the way
you look at metal
buildings.
=y INSULATED 2335 230th STREET AMES / IOWA 50014
e n l'_“ CEILING AND FAX:515-292-0440 / WWWHIGHRCOM / INFOIHIGH-R.COM
FEZ A= ND.] wallsvsTems  TouL Free sss2az2as2
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