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deep green

NVEILED AT THE 20046 GREENBUILD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE & EXPO

SH ED D I NG in Denver, the Pharos Project, a building-products rating system and datobase

developed by the Washington, D.C.-based Healthy Building Netwark, has getten off

Ll G HT 0 N to o slower-than-expected start. But what it lacks in speed, it moy moke up for in
long-term effectiveness.

Perhaps for the first fime, architects, designers ond other specifiers will have o
comprehensive dotabase of products evaluated across multiple categories, including
ones seldom used in building-product evaluations. While recycled content and 1AQ

PR OJ ECT calegories are coamman, moare advanced categaries, including embadied energy, net

waler use, user exposures, climate change and corporate praclices, are nof, By
A T: OL F : R argonizing these multicalegory evaluations into one visually understandable label, the project

EVALUATING BUILDING hopes 1o previde clarity, like the fomed ancient Egyptian lighthouse for which it is named.
PRODUCTS MOVES FINDING HEALTHY BUILDING MATERIALS

FORWARD Designed as a searchable toal, the Pharos Project, www.pharosproject. net, is capable of srganizing

____________________________ social ond envirenmental infarmation about praduct groups, such as carpet, and specific products

BY JEEF STEPHENS  within each group. Users can browse products by the Alexandria, Va.-based Consiruction
Specification Insfitule’s MasterFarmat designation ar by envirenmental and social atiribufes.

A very imporiant Pharos Project feature is the in-depth discussion about product categories. If
provides novice and experienced specifiers with an overview of the health, resource ond sociol issues
surrounding o specific product calegory. Using carpel os on example, the site discusses the
manufacturing process and accampanying polentiol health issues stiemming from adhesivas, flame
retardants and anlimicrobial treatments. There also is discussion aboul malerial-resource issues,

including raw-material usnge and recyclability, as well os sociol issues, such as worker compensation,
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Once fully populated, the Phares Project dolobase will
provide a one-stop resource for quickly identifying the issues,
concerns ond opportunities surrounding product choices.

COLLABORATION

Widespread adoplion of the Pharos Project resis on having a
comprehensive database of evaluated producls. The question
that naturally orises is how fost orgonizers caon complete
therough and cradible evaluotions. With thousands of possible
building products, the project hos the potential 1o collopse
under ifs own weight. To address this issue, HEN hos teomed
with the Center for Clean Products and Clean Technologies of
the University of Tennessee, Knowville. The center, with iis
potentiolly limitless supply of eager students, intends to serve as
o workhorse for initial dato input. Detailed product evaluations
will be handled by HBM in-haouse technical experts.

The Pharos Project also is designed to tap into the experfise
aof users themselves, Using on editable farmat similar to that
fram the widely popular Web site, Wikipedia, users will be able
fo edil text, share experiences and knowledge aboul materials
and products, add new products and upload data. Data then
can be used to generale nuirition-like labels thot summarize
product ond materials impacis.

DESIGNED AS A SEARCHABLE TOOL,
THE PHAROS PROJECT,
WWW.PHAROSPROJECT.NET,

IS CAPABLE OF ORGANIZING SOCIAL
AND ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION
ABOUT PRODUCT GROUPS, SUCH AS
CARPET, AND SPECIFIC PRODUCTS

WITHIN EACH GROUP.

Another potential source of data is manufacturers and their
testing alfiliates; performance data is integral to any
discussion of product sustainability,. Alse, in  this
hypercompetifive maorket for green-building products,
manufocturers confinue to seek third-party certifications of
their environmental cloims, These certifications naturally
would be reflected in the Pharos Project database and factored
inte any product evaluation,

According to Tom Lent, technical policy coordinator for
HEM, the orgonization is in discussions with product cerifiers fo
incorporate completed cerfificotions directly into the Pharos
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Project dotabase, Using stondard datobose technology, product
details, laboratory results and certification decisions could be
imported directly to the Pharos Project, resulting in up-fo-date
information for users. The rise of the Pharos Project alsa may
spell additional business opporiunities for product cerlifiers,
like Atlanta-bosed GREEMGUARD Enviranmental Insfitute and
Emeryville, Calif.-based Scientific Certification Systems,

Allowing manufacturer’'s claims abouwl a product's
enviranmental profile will be an impartant and necessary step
for the Pharos Project, according 1o Lent; however, unverified
manufacturer claims will be noted in the product’s listing, and
users will be encouraged to challenge and research this
information and post their own results.

BUILDING A ROBUST DIRECTORY

While many users are anxious for a robus! directory of
evaluated products, others see value in taking a slow,
deliberate ond consultative opproaoch. The initiol project
concept was for the Pharos Project to be primarily wiki bosed,
or a collaborative Web site with users submitling the vast
maijority of dato. Thal strategy has since evolved to have HEN
staff populate the dolobase using information entered and
evaluoted by its team.

Since its inifial release, the Phoros Project has undergone
beta testing from o mix of interested individual users and
invited firms. The next version of the project, along with an
updated Web site, recently was demonstrated at the 2007
Greenbuild International Conference & Expa in Chicago.

“The goal is to release a fully funclional toal and robust
database with hundreds of products acrass multiple categories
by spring 2008," Lent remarks. Through foundation and grant
support, the Pharos Project is expected to be freely availoble to
general users, though some firms alreody hove expressed
interes! in subscription versions of the dotabase. These
maodified wversions would allow firms 1o store product
evaluations about specific products proposed far their projects.

A HERCULEAN ENDEAVOR

Creafing a comprehensive tool for evaluating building
products ocross multiple categories is a mossive project—one
nol wundertoken lightly, Through the hard work of
orgonizations, like HBN, and building product users, like you,
the beacon in the distance signaling the future of building-
material selection grows brighter each day. @

feff Stephens is principal of Oakland, Calif-bused Planer Relavions, a
public-relavions consultancy for Earcheminded businesses, He can be
reached at jeff@planetrelarioni.com ov ($10) 6634462,





