NONTRADITIONAL
PROFESSIONALS
ARE EARNING
GREEN-BUILDING
DESIGNATIONS

BY JEFF STEPHENS

- ORDINAR

PERHAPS ONE SIGN THAT THE GREEN-BUILDING PROFESSION 15 COMING OF AGE IS THE NUMBER
OF PROFESSIONAL DESIGNATIONS FOUND ON ITS BUSINESS CARDS. THEY INCLUDE, AMONG
OTHERS, AlA, IIDA, ASID, PE., CCPR, CCT, CFM AND LEED AP (SEE “ALPHABET SOUR" PAGE 82.)

PROFESSIONAL DESIGNATIONS CAN HELP DEMOMSTRATE FLUENCY IN A PARTICULAR DISCIPLINE
USED BY TRADITIONAL GREEN-BUILDING PROFESSIONALS LIKE ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS. BUT
HOW DO LEED ACCREDITATION AND OTHER GREEN DESIGNATIONS HELP THOSE PROFESSIONS ON
THE OUTSKIRTS OF GREEM BUILDING, SUCH AS GRAPHIC DESIGN, REAL ESTATE AND MARKETING?2
WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR THESE PROFESSIONS, AND WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR THE INDUSTRY?2
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A LITTLE ABOUT LEED AP

Probably the most recognized designation in the green-building industry is
LEED AR which stands for LEED Accredited Professional. In 20017, the U.5.
Green Building Council (USGBC] lounched the LEED AP program fo
recagnize individuals’ understandings of green-building proctices and
principles and the LEED rating pregram. Today there are maore than 23,000
LEED APs with roughly 400 test sessions administered each month. The pass
rate is approximeately 58 percent, according to Ann Bowles, accreditation
maonager for USGBC. The council’s exam is based on the LEED-MC 2.1
rafing system.

USGBC is updating the exom to copture the changes from LEED-MNC
varsion 2.1 fo LEED-MNC version 2,2, It also is developing exams lo support
LEED for Commercial Interiors (LEED-CI} and LEED far Existing Buildings
(LEED-EB), which were released in lote 2004,

While the LEED AP progrom iz open fo all individuals with no
prerequisites for experience or education, the council encourages tenure in
green building, construction industry experience, and familiarity with LEED
documentation and credit rulings, among others. These elements may be
masl challenging for those whose day-to-doy work requirements do nel
involve LEED submitials. But thot haosn't stopped out-of-the-ordinary
professionals from becoming accredited.

LEED FOR “OTHERS"
Aecording to USGBC stalistics collected since September 2004,
approximately B1 percent of LEED APs are architects [46 percent), enginaers
{23 percent) or project managers (12 percent). (See the figure, poge B2,
Understandably, these professionals are on the front line of LEED
registrations and certifications. But in recent times, professionals designated
as “Other” in the council’s online searchable database have been rising.
One such- example is Phoenix-bosed real-estote professional Denise
van den Bossche. Accredited in July 2004, van den Bossche sees her LEED
AP status as o “personal stotement of my

|

san Froncisco, She earned the LEED AP fitle to “demonstrate to my clients
that | understand the issues surrounding green building and the importance
of clearly and effectively communicating its benefits. We do that through
clear strategic problem solving, strong writing and engaging design.” Her
clients have included Fortune 500 corporofions, conference organizers and
companies in the green-building industry.

Kollar's appreach te taking the LEED AP test was somewhat unigue. In
summer 2004, she emborked on a green-building road trip, wvisifing
certified green buildings and talking with architects and project monogers.
This experience complemented her locol LEED AP study group, which she
formed with James Kalin, chief execulive officar of Virtually Green, San
Francisco, o mulfimedia company that develops virtual fours of green
buildings thal can be viewad on the Internet. Their study group, which met
reqularly, included other motivated green-building professionals that were
using the LEED designation to advance their careers.

Entering the green-building field from the nonprofit world, Allison Kim
decided to pursue her accredilation to better understand the green-building
profession and show prospective employers she was gualified. Her
commitment poid off when she was hired 05 o green-building consuliont by
KEMA, Qakland, Calif., an energy-consulting firm. Her hiring was
contingant on passing the exam.

All employees in KEMA's green-building proctice are required tfo
maintain accreditation to the latest exam, occording to Group Manager Wes
Sullens. "On-the-job experience would have helped make passing the exom
easier, but the stakes were too high not to do o greot job,” Kim says. Mow
o year later, she finds accreditation even more voluable, applying it to
projects each daoy.

A recurring theme among nontraditionol LEED APs is how the
designation shows commitment to prospective clients and employers. Ging
Blus comes to the green-building field from high-tech marketing ond
business planning. Blus, who runs her own consulting practice, teok the

stewardship ond level of responsibility and
dedication. Mearby Scottsdale has one of the
most progressive green-huilding progroms, and
builders are recognizing the opportunities that lie
ahead.” To her, the LEED AP designation is a laI‘
symbal of her green philesophy ond her
willingness fo educale her clients.

Candice Keollar is principal and creative
director of Kollar Design Associates Ine, o

Professional designations can help
demonstrate fluency in a
discipline used by traditional
areen-building proféssionals like

architects and engineers.
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exam to show she had o boseline of green-building expertise. “It's o
tangible woy fo demonstrate knowledge and credibility to prospective
clients. It imparied knowledge that helped me identify impeortant elements
when facilitating workshops and strotegic planning sessions,” Blus notes.

With the odvent of new technology, credibility also con be found in the
substanee of one's blog posts os shown by loequi Hossfeld, wheo runs the
Web journal EnviroPundit: Green Building Blog. Hossfeld, an architectural
angineer by training, currently is using her blog to establish her credentials
in the green-building world. *I plan on achieving my LEED AP in the coming
yeor to complement my online experiences. Right now, o green-building
blag is the most effective fool,” Hossfeld says.

OTHER GREEN DESIGNATIONS
There are other accreditofion and certification progroms applicable fo
nontradifional green-building professionals.

The Associction of Energy and Environmental Real Estate Professionals
offers energy and environmental educofion for real-estate professionals
threugh its EcoBroker program. The progrom addresses environmental
topics, such as mold, rodon, lead, |AQ and more, according to Chris Bartls,
owner of Green Key Real Estate, San Froncisco, and a cerfified EcoBroker.
“The Eco-Broker designation helps me stand out in o crowded industry by
demonstrating to potenfiol clients that envirenmental topics are impaortant
fo me and I've hod additional fraining,” soys Barile.

Certified EcoBrokers must hald o valid real-eslate license and undergeo
the group’s energy, environmentol and marketing training program, which
includes three online or in-person classes. EcoBroker's core curriculum is
Aszociation of Real Estate License Low Officials certified to ensure quality
design ond delivery of distance learning.

The Censtruction Specifications Institule (C5l) offers several cerfification
pragrams to its 17,000 members and other building industry members. Pot
Hooper, o Certified Construction Product Representative (CCPR) and
principal of Emeryville, Calif.-based HooperWolfe, o sustainoble product
consuliing firm, finds her acereditation on osset when helping manufacturers
improve the environmental profile of their products. "Witheut professional
specifiars and individuals knowledgeable about construction documents,
requirements and subsfitutions, a LEED cerified building or any green
building can't happen. Its oll about specifications,” Hooper says.

The institute offers several cerifications in different disciplines. Earning
the Construction Decument Technolegist [CDT) cerificote is o prarequisite
for other cerlifications, including CCPR, Cerlified Construction Specifier
(CC3) and Certified Construction Contract Administrator (CCCA). The
technically orienfed fests are administered by C35l several fimes per year.

MORE TO BE DONE

For nontraditional green-building professionals, LEED AP and other green
designotions may help level the playing field and allow entrance info whai
many consider to be an insular industry. While the total numbsr of LEED APs
is inferasting, it isn't a frue measure of sustainakility, just the possibility of
23,000 more points on LEED fally sheets. Let's continue to develop
innovalive approaches to the built environment. & 3

Jeff Stephens is privcipal of Owlland, Calif-based Planer Relations, a public-relavions
sonsultaney for Earth-minded businesses, He can be veached ar (510) 663-44062 or
JelfEplarctrelations, cone.
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AlA American Institute of Architects
ASID | American Society of Interior Designers |
FAIA,MAJurymFellgws e s
IDA International Interior Design Association
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LEEDﬁP . Leadership in Energy a.ﬁ.!.j“éﬁ;.rir;:unmental
| Design Accredited Professional

CDT " Construction Documents Tenhnul'c.n'ﬁ'i'é".[" -~
CFM Certified Facility Manager !
CSS Certified Construction Specifier I

CCCA  Certified Construction
Contract Administrator
CCPA Certified Construction
Product Representative
CID Certified Interior Designer (California)

[ FIGURE | LEED APS BY PRACTICE AREA

This data has been collected since September 2004, “Other” category is
self declared. “Misc. Aggregate” is a summafion of prociice areas below
1 percent and includes commissioning ogents, owners, developers,

manufacturers, educators and more. Seurce: USGBC, 2006
P

| 2% _38%
2.2%
2.3%

3%
5.9%1 .

<

W ARCHITECT B EMGIMEER B PROJECT MAMNAGER M GENERAL COMTRACTOR
M |MTERIOR DESIGMER ™ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT B OTHER
B COMSULTAMT B MISC, AGGREGATE






