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A PRIMER ABOUT =
CONTINUING EDUCATION

ALTHOUGH DESIGN/CONSTRUCTION PROFESSIONALS MAY LAMENT
THE YEAR-END RUSH TO FULFILL THEIR CONTINUING-EDUCATION
REQUIREMENTS, most would agree that staying abreast of best
practices is vital in the rapidly changing green-building industry.
Varying program designations, including Continuing Education Units
Continuing Education System, International Learning Units and more
make the process of tracking credits challenging, Technology 1s
fundamentally changing the delivery and measurement of continuing-
education programs, and providers are offering design/constructios
professionals more choices that fit their individual needs.

WHAT’S A CEU?

Continuing education in the design/construction field cerainly
haos its share of acrenyms, many of which ore used erronecusly
Daspite its widespreod use, the term
Continuing Education Unit, or CEU, was created by {ond belongs
ta) the Internafionnl Association for Cenfinuing Education and
IACET is @ nonprofit association founded in 1968

by novice providers.

Training.
whose mission is ta ensure quality continuing-education and
training programs. Designed os o meassurement of centinuing
education, one |ACET CEU is equal te 10 contoct hours of
parficipotion in an organized continuing-education experience.
Time-bosed approoches to continuing education, such as
|ACET's, ore the oldesl and maost common measurement systems,
Theusands of educotional programs worldwide mest IACET's
Criterio and Guidelines and only IACET Authorized Providers who
undergo o strict reauthorization every five years can award the

IACET CEL. Design/construction orgonizelions such og the
American Institute of Architects currently accept the |ACET CELL

CONTINUING EDUCATION AND LICENSURE
Within the design/construction field; it is important 1o drow the
distinetion betwean continuing education required for licensure-
somefimes refarred to as Mondatory Continuing Education—aond
that required for accredilation or membership in @ professional
arganization, such os AlA,

For mony professions in the design/construction industry,
state governments develop and odminister licensure programs
and MCE is education required fo retain licensure. For exomple
opproximately 34 stotes and 10 Conodion provinces have
implemented an MCE license requirement for architects. All state
licensing boards consider one contoct hour aqual 1o one hour of
credit, and most require between eight and 12 credifs per y=or
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Becouse the primary purpose of state licenses is
io protect the health, safety and welfare of the
public by establishing standards of competence,
continuing-education pragrams usually spacify o
minimum number of HSW credits to help
practicing professionals mee! their license
requirements. Most professional organizations
support o policy of mandatery continuing
professional education.

COLLABORATION
NOT COMPETITION

Design/eanstruction professionals ore fortunate
when it comes to confinuing educofion in that
thera is a lot of collaboration among
professional organizations. AlA hos one of the
most fully developed CES applicable to the
design/construction field, ond many groups
recognize AlA&'s CES. AlA mermbers successfully
must complete 18 learning unit hours, or contact
hours, each year, with at least eight of the 18 LU
hours relating to HSW. [Keep in mind fhat an LU
hour is not the same as a CELL. One CEU is
equal to 10 confact hours ar 10 LU hours.)

The International Interior  Design
Associgtion reguires s members fo complete
1.0 CEU {10 hours) of confinuing educafion
during o two-year period. The Construction
Specifications Instilute requires its cerfificote
halders to meet 2.4 CEUs (24 hours]. The
American Society of Londscope Architects offers
it= Confinuing Professional Education Provider
program, which approves contenf, to help
londscape  architects meel  state  license
requirements. Informal orrengements ameng the
various design/eonstrucion member organi-
zaficons generally ollow one group's classes fo
count toword onother's requirements though
there are exceptions, such as with HSW topics

The U.5. Green Building Council currently
is conducting a pilot progrom thot opproves
the green-building content  in other
organization’s programs. With the blossoming
continuing
education, USGBC's geoal is to ensure guality

content for the design/construction industry and

of green-building topics  in

not in developing s own continuing-education
system. However, USGBC hos publicly stated its
LEED AP program will incerporate confinuing-
education requirements in 2007

OUTCOMES-BASED STANDARDS

Similar to every other discipling, fechnology hos
created dromaotic chonges within cenfinuing
education. Time-based systems (CEU| originally
were developed becouse professionals
attended troining sessions in a classroom-fype

setting; a lé-hour progrom wos twice aos
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VISTAWALL IS TA

o energy-efficient curtain wall and shad-
ing components, daylighting systems and
ventilation systems, Vistawall is doing it=
part for sustinable, environmentally sensi-
tive design, For more imformation aghout our

products, e-muil green@hvistawal Lo,

“good” os an eight-hour program and therefore
deserved fwice os much credit, As the tools |or
medivms) for delivering continuing education
expand fo include magezine aorficles [see
*Creating Sustainohle Commercial Interiors,”
poge 85), enline mullimedia presentations
ond ([soon] podcosts, the efficacy of time-

The Vistwwall Group—Vistawall
Architectural Products, Nataralive Skylight
Svstems, Skywall Translucent Systems and
Moduline Window Svstems—supports the
United States Green Budlding Connetl and
its LEED Certification Program. Throngh

IES TO GREEN,
(ING THE LEAD.

PO, Box 629 * 803 Alrport Road = Terrell, TX 73160
ATXF31-6100 * Fax 97 21351-6164
www.vistawwall.com
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bosed systems diminishes. Despite its larger time commitment, an online presentation using a dial-
up connection is certainly less effective than the same presentation using broadband.

The Learning Resources Metwork has developed the Internationol Learning Unit, an
ocuteomes-based olternative measure to the time-based CEU approach. According to LERN, 0.1
ILUs are gained by an cutcome-based evaluation composed of five content ifems learned with a
pass rate of B0 percent. A commen methed of evaluation is o test. Other acceptable evaluations
include demonstrofions, essays, evaluated online discussions, presentotions and other outcome-
based evaluations. The ILU is not a quality-gssurance meosurement for the content of the learning;
appreving ogencies that adopt the ILU model, such as stote boards, colleges, associations or
employers, ensure the content is appropnofe.

ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES

Cantinuing education is a vital companent to the design/construction field, and changes offered by
technology are bringing a wealth of opportunities. Just think, in the near future, a design/construction
professional may receive confinuing-educetion credits by reading an eco-structure article, watching
o Wehinar obout a related topic, dewnloading o @&A podcost and then parficipofing in an

anline examination. The mix-and-match possibilities only are limited by our imagination. &

Jeff Stepbens is principal of Oakland, Califl-based Planet Relations, a public-relation consultancy for Exribminded
businesies. He can be reached ar (5100 663-4462 or jefli@planerrelations. com.
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CONTINUING-EDUCATION

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
CONTINUING EDUCATION DIRECTORIES
www.dia.org/ ces_cesdirectories
Directeries of more than Z,500
education providers and 25,000
education programs approved by AlA,
AIA ECLASSROOM
eclassronm.aia,org
A customized e-learning site
offering continuing-education courses for
architects and related professionals.
BUILDING OWNERS AMD MANAGERS
INSTITUTE INTERNATIONAL
www.bomi-edu.org
Aneducation and training resource for

the building and facilities industry

NATIONAL A/E/C SPEAKERS REGISTRY
- :'_H;=;I|'.l_'|'. I"|'||l. onnection.arg
A design/build/construction industry
resource for finding qualified trainers
presenters and facilitators.
NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR INTERIOR
DESIGN QUALIFICATION
WL T II_I-i 100 ':7
The official clearinghouse for all
professional interior design organizations
offering continuing-education courses
for interior designers.
REGISTERED CONTINUING EDUCATION
PROVIDERS PROGRAM
WIWW. "Caep. net
A registry of continuing-education

providers offering professional educatior

activities for engineers and surveyors.




